BOXMOOR PRIMARY SCHOOL

ENGLISH POLICY
INTRODUCTION 

Staff have a shared vision and have developed the whole school curriculum to give meaning and motivation, inspiring the curiosity and creativity of each child. Creativity is key to our curriculum and there is ownership among staff and pupils in the learning experiences they plan. Creativity is not an addition to our curriculum but is central to the whole learning process. Children are partners in their learning, and meaningful learning opportunities are carefully planned to include first hand experiences and independent learning. Our curriculum is dynamic and open to change and modification.
At Boxmoor, we strive for children to be a ‘Primary Literate Pupil’. By the age of eleven we aim for a child to be able to:

· read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct.

· have an interest in books and read for enjoyment

· have an interest in words, their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms.

· understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation.

· be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.  

· have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.

This policy needs to be read alongside the new National Curriculum in England and other documents from the Standards and testing Agency. Our Curriculum overview, medium and short term planning can help support this policy, as will a look at these relevant schemes of work:

· Phonics

· Grammar and Punctuation

· Spelling 

Rationale:

The National Curriculum (2014) clearly states that teaching the English language is an essential, if not the most essential role of a primary school.
At Boxmoor we recognise that without effective communication, little achievement can be made. We know that we have a duty to ensure that English teaching is a priority and we recognise that this is necessarily cross-curricular and a constant through-out school life and beyond. It is part of the ‘essential knowledge’ (p6 National Curriculum) that is needed in society:
‘Teachers should develop pupil’s spoken language, reading, writing and vocabulary as integral aspects of the teaching of every subject. English is both a subject in its own right and the medium for teaching; for pupils, understanding the language provides access to the whole curriculum. Fluency in the English language is an essential foundation for success in all subjects.’ (p10 National Curriculum)

Our aims and connected provision

Aims

· To inspire all children, regardless of gender, cultural origin or first language with a positive attitude and keen work ethic towards literacy/English.

· To develop children as confident and competent users of literacy skills/the English language in their everyday lives.

· To provide a stimulating and motivating curriculum that promotes interest and enjoyment.

· To provide a wide range of literature for pupils to enjoy and learn from.

· To set high expectations and aim for high attainment.

· To involve pupils in target setting, so that they understand what to do to make progress.

· To take account of current research on teaching and learning to improve attainment in English.

· To inform parents of pupils’ targets, in order to work as a partnership.

· To enable children to speak clearly and audibly, in ways which take account of their listeners and situations.

· To help children enjoy writing and recognise its value.

Children who are literate and skilled in their use of language should:

· Speak, read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding.

· Be able to orchestrate a full range of reading cues (phonic, graphic, syntactic, and contextual) to monitor their reading and correct their own mistakes.

· Understand the sound and spelling system and use this to read and spell accurately.

· Have joined, fluent and legible handwriting.

· Have an interest in words and their meanings, a growing vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions.

· Know, understand and be able to write in a range of genres in fiction and poetry, and understand and be familiar with some of the ways in which narratives are structured through basic literacy ideas of setting, character and plot.

· Understand, use and be able to write a range of non-fiction texts.

· Be able to plan, draft, revise and edit their writing. 
· Write clearly and accurately for a range of purposes and audiences.

· Have a suitable technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their reading and writing.

· Be interested in books and appreciate a varied literary heritage, read for enjoyment and information, evaluating and justifying their preferences.

· Through speaking, reading and writing, develop their powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness.

· Have the capacity to express themselves effectively in a variety of ways appropriate to their audience and purpose.

· Be able to listen to and evaluate the opinions of others, and to take part in discussions, formal presentations and debates.

· Use their English skills to access other subjects of the curriculum. 
The Approach to the Teaching of English at Boxmoor  Primary School.

Boxmoor Primary School has adopted the National Curriculum programmes of study for English as a basis for our English curriculum. Every class in Key Stages 1 and 2 has a daily hour of literacy. Discrete phonics and spelling is taught across a week, daily in Key stage 1 and at least three times a week in Key Stage 2. Additional time is also given to handwriting, individual reading, and listening to, and reading, stories and poems.
The reception class follows the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum.

When planning and teaching the English curriculum the following elements are considered:

· Differentiation to meet the needs of all pupils including careful planning of work to include a range of teaching strategies with a balance between audio, visual, and kinaesthetic techniques

· ICT and cross-curricular links are made where appropriate

· The careful marking of work in accordance with the marking policy

· Using reading and writing targets with the children to ensure progress is made
Equal Opportunities
All children have an entitlement to participate fully in English, regardless of gender, race, age or ability, in accordance with the school’s Equal Opportunities Policy. We are an inclusive school; we set high expectations and recognise the importance of accurate and regular assessment in order to support individuals at every part of their learning journey and in whatever circumstances. We agree with the statement of the National Curriculum, that ‘pupils…who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised’ (p13)

Children for whom English is an additional language or who have SEN will receive additional support, as appropriate.
Foundation Stage 
We teach Literacy in Foundation Stage as an integral part of the school’s work. As the Foundation Stage is part of the National Curriculum, we relate the Literacy aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals, which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five.  We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a wide range of situations, to respond to adults and each other, to listen carefully and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary and communication skills.  The children are taught phonics and then encouraged to explore the sounds through a variety of activities.  They have the opportunity to explore, enjoy, learn about and use words and text in a range of situations.

Key Stages 1 and 2
1. Spoken Language:

The National Curriculum states that pupils should be ‘taught to speak clearly and convey ideas confidently in Standard English’ (p10) They should:

· Justify ideas with reasons

· Ask questions to check understanding

· Develop vocabulary and build knowledge

· Negotiate

· Evaluate and build on the ideas of others

· Select the appropriate register for effective communication

· Give well structured descriptions and explanations

· Speculate, hypothesise and explore ideas

· Organise their ideas prior to writing

We encourage our pupils to speak clearly and confidently and articulate their views and opinions. We teach that children need to express themselves orally in an appropriate way, matching their style and response to audience and purpose, listening and responding to literature, giving and receiving instructions. They develop the skills of participating effectively in group discussions.
Ways in which we support this include:

· Activities which are planned to encourage full and active participation by all children, irrespective of ability

· Children with specific speech and language and auditory problems will be identified and specialist help sought, where appropriate

· Encouraging talk-time at home through ‘talk homework’ and by encouraging reading and talking about books
· Poetry recital 

· School Plays

· Class debates

· Class assemblies
· Events within the community

· School Council and Eco council
· Talk partners

· Drama / role play
· PSHE and circle time 

2. Reading:

    The National Curriculum states that pupils should be taught to read fluently, understand extended prose and be encouraged to read for pleasure. Reading is singled out as of extreme importance since through it ‘pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually’ (p13) Reading allows pupils to ‘acquire knowledge’ and to ‘build on what they already know’ (p13).
    Schools are expected to have library facilities and support and encourage reading at home.

    The 2014 Curriculum divides reading skills into two dimensions:
· Word reading/ decoding

· Comprehension

    We recognise that both these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition of both sets of skills through various methods. We recognise that these areas are clearly linked to the other aspects of English learning: speaking and listening, writing, grammar and vocabulary. We also understand that reading is a developmental process and part of life-long learning and we encourage and praise children at every stage of it.
2.1 Our aims and connected provision

· Pupils learn to read easily and fluently through daily phonics in Key Stage One, regular reading to adults in school, reading partners and incentives to read at home
· Pupils develop skills in reading for understanding, reading from a wide range of books

· In Literacy lessons, pupils often study a book, which may be related to their half termly topic. They often study books which are more challenging than those which they might be able to read independently. They will use this book as the basis for reading, writing, speaking and listening tasks.
· Pupils are encouraged to read widely, through our use of differing class texts and high quality, attractive books in classroom libraries
· Pupils are encouraged to read for pleasure using reading partners, quiet reading time, listening to an adult read and the various methods outlined above
· Pupils also need to read to find information in all lessons and comprehension is assessed in a formal way every term
· Pupils are exposed to a range of texts from their literacy heritage during their school career

· Pupils look at and read books during daily Guided Reading sessions

· Pupils use technology to support their reading journey including iPads and online publications. 

· Key Stage Two pupils who are struggling with reading or making slow progress are given accelerated reading support
· Pupils visit the school Library Bus weekly and have the opportunity to borrow books they can read for pleasure

3. Writing:

The National Curriculum states that pupils should:

· Develop the stamina and skills to write at length

· Use accurate spelling and punctuation

· Be grammatically correct

· Write in a range of ways and purposes including narratives, explanations, descriptions, comparisons, summaries and evaluations

· Write to support their understanding and consolidation of what they have heard or read

    The 2014 Curriculum divides writing skills into two dimensions:

· Transcription (spelling and handwriting)

· Composition (articulating ideas in speech and writing)

    We recognise that both these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition of both sets of skills through various methods. We recognise that these areas are clearly linked to the other aspects of English learning: speaking and listening, reading, grammar and vocabulary.

3.1 Our aims and connected provision

· We teach grammar as a separate lesson where necessary

· We correct grammatical error orally or in written work (where appropriate)

· We have a systematic approach, revisiting key learning and building upon it in all areas from phonics, through to grammar and spelling. 
· We use Essential Letters and Sounds to teach phonics in EYFS and Key Stage One. Classes in Key Stage 2 have spelling sessions at least three times a week, referring to the No Nonsense Spelling scheme for support

· We use high quality texts, modelling and shared writing to demonstrate good practice
· We encourage and promote ‘talk for writing’

· We provide writing frames to support the least confident

· We provide time for planning, editing and revising

· We mark work and set targets with the pupil using the school marking policy of two stars and a wish. Please refer to the Marking Policy.
· We use checklists for pupils to self assess or peer assess, when appropriate, so they can evaluate effectively
· We encourage joined handwriting to support spelling and speed and have weekly handwriting sessions, using the Letterjoin handwriting scheme
· We use drama and hot-seating to help pupils to think about another point of view

· We have interventions to support children who are not working at ARE

· We support pupils with learning and motor difficulties

· We build in regular opportunities for pupils to apply and develop their writing skills across the other foundation subject areas
4. Vocabulary Development:

The National Curriculum makes it clear that learning vocabulary is key to ‘learning and progress across the whole curriculum’ (p11) since it allows pupils to access a wider range of words when writing and for them to understand and comprehend texts efficiently.
Vocabulary teaching needs to be:

· Active
· Progressive/ systematic

· Making links from known words

· Develop understanding of shades of meaning

· Include ‘instruction verbs’ used in examinations

· Subject specific- accurate mathematical and scientific words

4.1 Our aims and connected provision:
We encourage our pupils to have a wide and growing vocabulary in a number of ways. These include:

· Using the elements of spelling, grammar, punctuation and ‘language about language’ listed in the statutory appendices. We follow the definitions provided in the non-statutory glossary in the national curriculum.

· Throughout the programmes of study, teachers teach pupils the vocabulary they need to discuss their reading, writing and spoken language. Pupils therefore learn the correct grammatical terms in English and these terms are integrated within teaching.
· Spelling investigations, spelling lists or key words to take home and learn

· Displays of key words linked to topics and subjects

· Using the correct vocabulary orally

· In-depth word based lessons looking at patterns

· Using dictionaries, thesaurus and similar programmes

· Using high quality texts to explore vocabulary choices and the effect they have
· Carrying out systematic assessment and providing feedback to pupils

· Targeted one to one/ small group support, where appropriate
5. Planning:

· Curriculum overviews are sent home termly 
· Planning shows differentiation by ability and through the choice of challenges
· Long term, medium term and weekly planning are stored centrally
· English is planned separately to other subjects and monitored by the subject leader and Headteacher
· Short term planning is flexible allowing for regular assessment for learning 

· Pupils entitled to Pupil Premium funding will be given additional English support which is tracked and monitored termly

6. Assessment:
Assessment is crucial to the learning process. Children’s work is regularly assessed through observation, discussion, scrutiny of work and evaluating outcomes. Termly Pupil Progress Meetings are used to track the progress of each child in reading and writing across the year
6.1  Formative Assessment:

Teacher assessment is an integral part of good practice. Assessment is carried out on a daily and weekly basis to. It involves identifying children’s progress against teaching objectives and targets, determining which children have achieved and moving them on to the next stage of learning. Where appropriate, additional support and interventions are identified for children not making the expected progress. Teachers annotate the weekly plans and record the progress of groups.
6.2  Summative Assessment:
· This includes:

· Baseline in the Foundation year
· End of year screening in Reception
· Phonics screen in Year 1
· Use of the Herts for Learning assessment tracker in Key Stages 1 and 2 
· Year 6 NC tests
Staff assess pupils learning during and as part of every session, and adapt their practice accordingly

· Reading and writing are assessed termly
· Staff attend moderating sessions, in school, across key stages and within county, including the local cluster

· Children’s levels of achievement in reading and writing will be submitted to the Headteacher six times a year. For Foundation Stage an overall CLL level will be recorded. 

7 Professional development:

· Staff attend relevant courses during the school year

· The school works closely with a Teaching and Learning Advisor form the local authority, who provides staff with support with planning, teaching and moderation.

· Moderation takes place in house, within the cluster and with support from county

8 Specific groups:

· Analysis of English achievement is carried out termly; pupils who are slow moving or making little or no progress are discussed and plans made

· Pupils entitled to pupil premium are given additional English support and this is monitored for effectiveness termly
· Teachers ensure that activities are differentiated in order to challenge those pupils who are gifted and talented
· Pupils with SEN will have English based targets on their GA. These are reviewed termly with parents, the SENCO, pupils, teachers and outside agencies.
ROLE OF SUBJECT LEADER:

The Subject Leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in Literacy through:

Monitoring and evaluating Literacy:-  

· Pupil progress 

· Provision of Literacy (including Intervention and Support programmes)

· The quality of the Learning Environment; 

· The deployment and provision of support staff

· Planning and organisation 

· Taking the lead in policy development

· Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD

· Purchasing and organising resources

· Keeping up to date with recent Literacy developments

· Leading staff training and INSET where appropriate.

· New curriculum development 

Monitoring and Evaluation

In order to monitor standards and progress, the following systems are in place:

· Each teacher meets with the Headteacher and other members of SLT termly to discuss progress in reading and writing. Particular attention is paid to children working below age related expectations, children with SEN and children eligible for Pupil Premium.

· The Literacy Subject Leader is given time to monitor literacy through a range of activities which includes: analysis of tracking data for reading and writing (including RAISE online), lesson observations, scrutiny of work, review of planning and interviews with stakeholders

· Staff meet termly to scrutinise and assess writing across the school

· SEN pupils will be assessed regularly by the class teacher and the SENCO. Steps are taken to provide additional support where appropriate. 
· The Literacy action plan is part of the whole school development plan and is updated annually by the Literacy Subject Leader.
Reporting to Parents

Parents receive regular informal or verbal feedback as to their children’s progress in literacy. Each child has a reading link book to record progress in reading at home and school. Spelling lists are also given in accordance with the Homework Policy. In addition, parents also have the opportunity each term to meet with the staff to discuss progress and to see work.

Parents receive an annual written report at the end of the school year. This includes details of their children’s progress and areas for development. Where appropriate the national test results are reported.
CONCLUSION:

This policy is developed in line with other school polices and should, therefore, be read in conjunction with the following school policies:

· Teaching and Learning Policy 

· Assessment and Record Keeping 

· Marking and Feedback Policy

· Special Educational Needs Policy

· ICT Policy

· Equal Opportunities Policy

· Health and Safety Policy 

REVIEW

This policy reflects the views of the whole staff. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all staff. This policy will be reviewed annually. Any amendments will be presented to the Governing Body for approval.

Literacy Coordinator

Catherine Barnes
